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worked to improve the quality of life of 
residents in the Genesee Valley area. 
On behalf of the entire United States 
Senate, I congratulate Mott Commu-
nity College on being named the Cor-
porate Health Advocate of the Year by 
the American Lung Association of 
Michigan-Genesee Valley Region. This 
award is the representation of the hard 
work of many people who truly care 
about the Genesee County commu-
nity.∑
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NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATOR’S 
WEEK 

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to bring recognition to a very 
special group of people in our Nation, 
our public safety communicators. 
These people are the ones who, hour 
after hour, stand by ready to dispatch 
emergency assistance to Americans in 
times of crisis and often tragedy. In 
1992, President George Bush set aside 
the week of April 9th through the 15th 
to bring special recognition to all of 
those who dispatch emergency aid 
across this great country. Everyday 
Americans reach for the telephone to 
dial the numbers 9–1–1, seeking a voice 
that will bring them the help they so 
desperately require. A parent holding a 
child who has suffered a life threat-
ening injury, an elderly person who has 
no one else to turn to, or a family who 
has awakened to a home filled with 
smoke; they are all calling this number 
just waiting for the voice that will 
bring them much needed assistance. 
The men and women who answer the 9–
1–1 call are the ones who often make 
the difference between life and death 
for thousands of people in this country 
every single day. Our 9–1–1 dispatchers 
are on call 365 days a year, 24 hours a 
day, always there with that calm reas-
suring voice that puts hope back in the 
hearts of those in need. It is a great 
honor for me to bring recognition to 
these unsung heroes of our country and 
I hope that you will join me in offering 
your praise and thanks.∑ 
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DR. JAMES BROWN AND THE 
TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ARMS CONTROL 
CONFERENCE 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to acknowledge the upcoming 
Tenth Annual Arms Control Con-
ference taking place in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. In recognition of this 
Tenth Anniversary, I wish to empha-
size the tireless efforts of this con-
ference’s founder, coordinator, and in-
spiration, Dr. James Brown. 

Dr. Brown’s career has long empha-
sized arms control. Not only has Jim 
Brown devoted himself to this con-
ference for the past decade, but he has 
also been a practitioner. He served in 
several different capacities at the 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agen-

cy, where he helped develop 
verification regimes for implementa-
tion of the UN Security Council Reso-
lution to eliminate Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction. He also worked in 
the Pentagon as a special assistant to 
the Deputy Undersecretary for Plan-
ning and Resources. 

His academic résumé is also impres-
sive. Jim was a professor at Southern 
Methodist University, and a visiting 
professor at Air University. He was a 
founding director of the John Tower 
Center for Political Studies and co-
taught courses with Senator Tower for 
eight years. Jim Brown was also se-
lected as a senior Fulbright Scholar at 
the University of Ankara. Most nota-
bly, he has authored and edited nine 
volumes of scholarly work and 35 arti-
cles on Arms Control. 

Dr. James Brown has dedicated many 
years of his professional life in pursuit 
of international understanding as a 
fundamental prerequisite to progress 
on arms control and disarmament. 
Every year this conference reflects the 
culmination of his personal commit-
ment. It is important to acknowledge 
the unique contribution that this con-
ference has made and continues to 
make toward achievement of global 
peace and stability. 

The disarmament and non-prolifera-
tion work of Sandia National Labora-
tories and the Cooperative Monitoring 
Center are greatly enhanced and sup-
ported by the annual Arms Control 
Conference. This event should serve to 
underscore Sandia Laboratories’ 
staunch commitment to a safe and sta-
ble international security environ-
ment. 

The success of this annual event owes 
itself to Jim’s reputation, his integ-
rity, his personal relationships with a 
broad range of policy makers through-
out the global arms control community 
and their trust in him. Jim’s diligence 
has enabled the Albuquerque con-
ference to grow even more in stature 
each year bringing credit on Sandia, 
the Department of Energy and the 
State of New Mexico. 

Mr. President, New Mexico is fortu-
nate to have Dr. Brown as a citizen.∑ 
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RECOGNITION OF MR. DARVIN 
ECKLUND, FOUNDER OF THE 
CEDAR HEIGHTS ENVIRON-
MENTAL RESOURCES LEARNING 
CENTER 

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, in a 
continuing effort to recognize excel-
lence in education I would like to 
award Darvin Ecklund of the Cedar 
Heights Environmental Resources 
Learning Center in Port Orchard, 
Washington with an ‘Innovation in 
Education’ Award. Two years ago, Mr. 
Ecklund, a Natural Resources teacher 
at Cedar Heights Junior High, created 
an after school center that focuses on 
environmental activities and teaches 

students the importance of rehabili-
tating our local natural resources. I 
think Mr. Ecklund’s concept is a re-
markable after school option for junior 
high students as an alternative, safe 
environment where they can learn and 
have fun at the same time. 

The focus of the Cedar Heights Envi-
ronmental Resources Learning Center 
aims to stimulate kids toward saving 
the environment around them. Re-
cently, the Center renovated local 
ponds and developed plant life to be 
used in future rehabilitation projects. 
Children learn to identify common and 
scientific names of plants and wildlife. 
To date, over six hundred salmon have 
been raised in this Center! This is a 
truly remarkable way to integrate 
science into children’s lives with a 
hands on approach. 

We all know that we live in a busy 
world where sometimes kids end up 
waiting for their parents to return 
from work. I cannot think of a better 
way to see kids spend a few hours 
after-school, as well as getting parents 
involved in their children’s after-
school activities. Currently, there are 
over one hundred kids participating in 
this program. High school students are 
also part of Mr. Ecklund’s staff and 
help organize activities and provide as-
sistance as well. 

Mr. Ecklund has also found a way for 
kids at the Cedar Heights Environ-
mental Resources Learning Center to 
develop a relationship with the retire-
ment community across the street. The 
Center offers retirees an educational as 
well as relaxing place to come and 
share time with the students. The Cen-
ter has made the paths around the En-
vironmental Center wheel-chair acces-
sible. After hearing this, I was encour-
aged that this community has found a 
way to connect young people not only 
to the environment, but to their elders. 
I applaud Mr. Ecklund for creating 
such an innovative program that con-
nects older and younger students to 
helping the environment and spending 
time with seniors. 

Ms. Pat Green, Principal of Cedar 
Heights Junior High, said the following 
about Mr. Ecklund: ‘‘He is passionate 
about the environment and teaching 
kids how to raise fish as a sustainable 
resource. The kids are learning hands-
on science in action!″ 

Mr. Pat Oster, Assistant Principal of 
Cedar Heights Junior High commends 
Mr. Ecklund’s efforts, describing him 
as, ‘‘a very caring and energetic person 
who devotes generous time to the 
many students he interacts with on a 
daily basis.’’ 

I have been a long supporter of pre-
serving the environment. I am im-
pressed by the originality of this pro-
gram and hope other after-school cen-
ters will follow in the footsteps of the 
Cedar Heights Environmental Re-
sources Learning Center. This is truly 
science in action!∑ 
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